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Be Wormwise this summer

Summer brings its own set of worm management challenges. It is a time when young stock
dominates in priority and often in numbers. Managing worms over the summer months is critical
to achieving production goals but it is also a time when drench resistant worms can flourish. The

keys to managing this time of the year are monitoring and planning.
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¢ Quarantine treatment for incoming stock
¢ Planning grazing to reduce the worm challenge
e Setting up a drenching plan

e Drench testing
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Quarantine treatment for incoming stock

If your farming system imports a lot of young animals, there is a
high risk they will carry worms resistant to the drenches you use.
Lamb or weaner calf/bull finishing operations face a high risk of
introducing worms able to survive multiple drench families.

It is crucial to put an effective quarantine treatment procedure in
place to ensure your farming operation is protected.

The full quarantine treatment endorsed by Wormwise is:

1. Drench with a triple combination drench
To date there are no identified sheep farms with worms resistant
to a triple combination drench. However, there may be a small
number of such worms on farms. Triple drench resistance has
been found in goats.

2. Hold animals off pasture for 24 hours
The eggs from worms living in the animals when they arrive will
take several days to emerge, but most will be excreted after 24
hours. It is important these eggs are deposited in a place where
they cannot complete their lifecycle. A holding yard is ideal. Top
finishers successfully use feeding racks off the ground and water
troughs in yards to facilitate this process.

3. Graze animals on “old” pasture for the next three days
or more
It is important to expose animals to “resident” worms after the
24-hour quarantine period. This will dilute any worms that survive
triple combination drench treatment and minimise the risk of
them adding to your farm’s resident worm population.

Grazing planning

Farmers who haven’t made time to think through their routine
practices may inadvertently follow grazing options which actively
encourage high worm challenges for their animals and hasten
drench resistance.

By the end of spring every year you should reassess your farm’s
grazing options and choose those minimising the level of worm
challenge. For example, incoming cattle weaners could graze
paddocks used by ewe hoggets in the winter and spring, as cattle
and sheep do not share the same worms. Lambs could be weaned
onto paddocks where the bulls or cows grazed over spring.
Finishing lambs should not go onto paddocks where ewe hoggets
lambed.

This year, many sheep farmers will be planning how many lambs
are going to be on farm and for how long. Sheep farmers may be
tempted to carry a lot of lambs over the summer. However, more
drenching is required when more lambs are carried over, and there
is a greater chance of building up high levels of worm challenge
in the autumn months i.e. worms can accumulate over the summer.

One strategy that may help farmers carrying lambs over on hill
country is to share the lambs’ grazing area with ewes. A
summer/autumn rotation of lambs followed by ewes could lift lamb
growth rates while at the same time reduce the selection pressure
for drench resistance (as long as the ewes are not drenched).

Remember, the best tool for managing worms is feeding. Regardless
of age, well-fed animals accumulate fewer worms and the worms
have less impact.






